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impulse I threw it at him, but he merely shook his mane
and growled.
I felt the only thing to do was to stay put, and the next
thing I knew was the sound of a commotion outside. The
lion at the door had by now forced my companion back into
the room, leaving the doorway clear, and a number of
natives carrying long staves came in. As they did so my
lion jumped off the table and ran towards one of the men.
This man seemed to have complete control over the animals ;
as he raised his arms they jumped up like puppies. He
began to make apologies for what had happened, but I was
in no mood to stay any longer than was necessary, and with
a muttered, " That's all right" I took to my heels. I ran
straight into the arms of the rest of the garrison, who had
turned up to see the fun.
The explanation of this remarkable and indeed hair-
raising incident is simple. These lions were owned by the
local Nawab, who kept them as pets. It appeared that
every morning, when he was dressing, he fed them with
pieces of steak, which he held up in either hand. More-
over, it was a habit of these lions to play with the bottom
of their master's trousers, so that my companion in the can-
teen need not have bothered to lift his feet from the floor !
It was not explained how the animals had escaped, but the
Nawab was profuse in his apologies, which took a practical
shape in a donation of a hundred rupees to the canteen
fund. It all sounds laughable enough now, but believe me
it's no joke to turn round over a pint of beer and find a
lion staring you in the face, and the experience left me
somewhat unnerved, as well it might. *
What I did not expect was for one of our officers, on the
strength of this experience of mfne, to ask me to join a
leopard hunt. The request came the very next day, and it
was put to me that as I was so successful with lions I should
have no difficulty with a leopard. For my part, this was
the very last thing I wanted at that moment, but what
could I do but accept ? *
"You start at three o'clock in the morning," said the
officer, and that was that.